Internet Sources Evaluation Checklist

I. Accuracy

· Is the information reliable and error-free?

· Is there an editor or someone who verifies/check the information?


Remember:  

1. Anyone can publish anything on the Web.

2. There doesn’t have to be anyone who checks the facts.

3. No rules exist to ensure sites have accuracy

II. Authority

· Is there an author?  Is the page signed?

· Is the author qualified? (An expert?)

· Who pays for the site? (Sponsors?)

· Is that sponsor reputable?

· Is there a “about us” link?  Info on the author or sponsor?

· Can you determine the page’s origin?

Remember:

1. It is often difficult to determine authorship

2. If you can’t answer these questions, it might not be qualified.

III. Objectivity

· Is there little to no bias in the information given?

· Does the page attempt to sway opinions?

· Is there advertising on the page?  (Evaluate it.)

Remember:

1. Web pages often serve as soapboxes for anyone, expert or not.

IV. Currency

· Is the page date?  

· When was the last update?

· Are the links still current or are they moved/expired/missing?

V. Coverage

· What topics are covered?

· Does this site offer info not found elsewhere?

· What is the value of the info?

· How in-depth is the material/topics covered?

